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Santa Catalina—400 Years a Lure to California Travelers

© National Geographic Society Kodachrome by B. Anthony Stewart

Flying Fishes Play off Santa Catalina Island

A foot to a foot and a half from nose to tail and with gossamerlike fin “wings” spreading 12 to 18 inches, they
leap from the sea and glide sometimes a hundred yards. They may soar as high as 30 feet. Near Avalon at
night myriads of them flash above the water, attracted by an excursion steamer’s searchlight.
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The National Geographic Magazine

© National Geographic Society Kodachrome by B. Anthony Stewart
Avalon Residents Preserve Traditions of the Days of the Dons

At Christmas time they observe the fiesta of Las Posadas, and at Easter give nine days to that of Las Pascuas.
Costumes reminiscent of early California are worn for these and other celebrations. From the mainland palm
trees have been barged over to give the island its tropical atmosphere.
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Santa Catalina—400 Years a Lure to California Travelers

Catalina Visitors Step from the Excursion Boats into a Bit of Old Spain

Everywhere the Spanish influence is followed in buildings, halls, bell towers, tiled walks, and palm-shaded streets

Kodachromes by B
In This Isle of Song and Laughter There Is Music Day and Night
Strolling troubadours clad in dashing costumes charm

audiences along the streets with Spanish melodies. Like a
“movie” stage set, exotic Avalon has been built on what was once barren ground.

v
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VII

“the Sportiest in the West”

Santa Catalina Calls Its 18-Hole Golf Course
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The National Geographic Magazine

For Three Centuries the Wild Goat Has Been Monarch of Catalina

Spanish explorers left behind a small band of these animals which they had carried alive as butchering stock.
Today the number of descendants of the herd is estimated at 30,000.

© National Geographie Society Kodachromes by B. Anthony Stewart
Philip K. Wrigley’s “Kaaba” Is a Sire of Some 200 Bluebloods
On a sequestered ranch, this Arabian stallion heads a fine herd. Beyond looms Mount Orizaba (2,107 feet),
highest point in the island. The rugged terrain is excellent for developing hardy stock.
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